
 

 September 2010 Newsletter 

In Memory of Ron Gaddy 
 

Our Corvette friend, Ron Gaddy, was diagnosed with cancer approximately six months ago.  We lost Ron 

on Sunday, August 15, 2010. 

Ron was a very faithful Corvette member who guided us on several trips to the mountains of North 

Carolina, Tennessee and Kentucky.  Our favorite trip probably was Deals Gap, Tail of the Dragon, on US 

Hwy. 19 in North Carolina which consisted of 318 curves in 11 miles.  Ron could take the curves like no 

one else.  He knew the area like the back of his hand.  It’s believed that he guided the club on three trips 

to Deals Gap. We also spent some time white water rafting the Nantahala River.   

Ron not only guided us on special rides, but he would stop along the way to show us interesting sites, 

just like any tour guide would.  He could find some of the most interesting restaurants and always 

enjoyed surprising us.  He never took us on the same route and would keep us confused, and laugh 

about it.  Then, he would say, “you wanna race”, never got a speeding ticket! 

Ron’s visitation was held on Wednesday, August 18, 2010 at Chancellor’s Funeral Home in Byram, with a 

host of family, friends, co-workers and others who he had touched through the years.  His service was 

Thursday, August 19, 2010 at Lakeshore Congregational Methodist Church, where he and Mary are 

members.   Jerry Puckett, a friend of Ron and Mary’s, wrote and sang “Don’t Cry For Me”.  Ron heard 

Jerry sing this song several years ago and requested that it be a part of his funeral service; so fitting for 

such a guy who would not want anyone to cry for him. 

During the service several friends spoke of Ron and what his friendship meant to them.  If you did not 

know Ron, well, you missed knowing a great person and friend. 

Family and friends drove in the procession, including seven Corvettes, for burial at the Crystal Springs 

Cemetery. 

Many of you know that Ron served in the United States Marines and served in the Viet Nam War.  At the 

cemetery, Ron was saluted by United States Marines and taps were played.  The American flag was 

folded and presented to Mary.  As one gentleman stated “another good Marine guarding the streets of 

gold”. 

  



 

Ron may you rest in peace, knowing we all loved you and will miss you.  Thank you for loving usand 
supporting the Mississippi Corvette Club and the United States of America with dignity and honor. 
 

Always Faithful 

 
 

 

Ron and Mary Gaddy 

 

Fellow Corvette Club Members at Ron’s Service 

Article submitted by Janie Wilson 

http://www.rumormillnews.com/pix5/marine-semperfi.jpg


 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Hello again fellow Mississippi Corvette Club members and Corvette enthusiasts.  

The month of August turned out to be a sad month for the members of the Mississippi Corvette 
Club with the passing of one its finest members in Ron Gaddy who was a treasured friend to 
many.  A number of us were able to attend his funeral and had the honor to participate in a 
parade of Corvettes to the cemetery, where Ron was given a military tribute at graveside by 
some of his fellow Marines.  For all who had the pleasure of knowing him there was no doubt 
he was a former Marine and dearly loved God and Country.  He will be sorely missed by all. 
 
Ron and Mary were the cruise captains for the first Corvette drive that Mary and I participated 
with the club.  The trip was to the Gulf Coast (pre Katrina) to have lunch, fellowship, drive 
around and return.  I remember when we pulled out on Highway 49 going North Ron put the 
pedal to the metal and that was the last we saw of his black C-5 that day.  I do not know how he 
never got a ticket but he was never shy about airing it out.  We never had the pleasure on going 
on one of the trips he planned to Deal’s Gap as our car had not come in at the time of the last 
one he organized.  I know we missed a great time.  A friend of mine in Virginia (who is also a 
former Marine) told me the day before the funeral “Another good Marine guarding the streets 
of gold.”  I am not sure it could have been better said.  Let us never forget Ron Gaddy for the 
person he was, the good friend of many, a great Corvette enthusiast and MS Corvette Club 
member.  Please keep Mary and his family in your prayers as they mourn his loss. 
 
Even though the weather remained steamy hot this month the club did have a driving event to 
Dunn’s Falls with Jerry Ainsworth as the cruise captain.  In talking to the ones who were able to 
attend it was a fun drive and scenery was awesome.  It is a trip that would be worth revisiting in 
cooler weather but Jerry told me that he has another on the burner for the Fall with lots of 
curves in it.   
 
The work on our Corvette tag is still going strong thanks to the hard work Tom Gerity is putting 
into it.  We will be doing our first mail out on it September 3.  I cannot wait until we get it 
approved and sell enough to be able to buy them.   
 
Remember we are always open to any ideas anyone has for a weekend drive.  Members are 
encouraged to give us ideas so we can see more of our great state.  Please provide your 
information to the Allison so he can begin working the logistics on them.  We want to schedule 
what the members want to do.   
 
Don’t forget about our Vettes by the Lake All Corvette Show as it is just a little over two weeks 
away.  We sure need to get our there and line up a few more sponsors for the event.  I know I 
have talked to several who are working on both sponsors and items for the auction to benefit 



the Mississippi Chapter of the Make A Wish Foundation.  Items can be in the form of something 
we can auction off or use as a door prize.  If everyone got just one thing just think how much 
we would have.  We need all we can get for the auction.  I know Robert Ellis is really working on 
it all the time and doing a great job putting it together.  See you at the next meeting but until 
then keep on driving and smiling and save the wave. 
 

 
 

 
    

September Birthdays 
 

                                                                     9/4             Ray Riley 
                                                                     9/5             Tina Begley 
                                                                     9/14           Nick Hardwick 
                                                                     9/15          Tom Gerity 
                                                                     9/16          Shana Ellis 
                                                                     9/19          Linda Henslee 
                                                                     9/20          Eddie Oliver III 
                                                                     9/26          Wanda Taylor 
                                                                     9/26          Charlie Neal 
                                                                     9/27          Joan McNease 
                                                                     9/30          Robert Ellis 
  

 
 

 

                                                                   September Anniversaries 

                                                     9/4          Bill & Anne Bowlus  (56 Years) 
                                                     9/26        Jimmy & Lissa Jones 
 
                                                     
 



 
 

 
  
 
Mississippi Corvette Club Annual Vettes by the Lake Car Show 
September 11, 2010 
Lakeland Drive 
Jackson, MS  
 
MCC’s 7th Annual Scarecrow Cruise and Car Show 
October 22-23, 2010 
Madison, MS 
 
Next Meeting:  7 October 2010 

Cool Water Cafe  
1011 Lake Harbor Drive 

 Ridgeland, MS  39157 
 601-956-6332 
 
 www.coolwatercafe.net  (menu) 
 

 

MCC 2010 Officers 
 

                                      Freddie Jones                      President 
                                      Robert Ellis                          Vice President 
                                      Laura Wilson                       Secretary 
                                      Linda Henslee                     Treasurer 
                                      Patty Saliba                         Newsletter Editor 
                                      Beverly Franks                    Membership Chairperson 
                                      Allison Neal                        Activities Chairperson 
                                      Nathan Wilson                   Webmaster 
 
 
  

http://www.coolwatercafe.net/


 

 
  

2011 Corvette Rocket Commercial 

The Chevrolet Corvette is the most iconic American car to ever grace the streets. A Corvette is 

more than a car, it's a way of life. The Corvette culture is huge and recognized around the world. 

Anywhere a Corvette is found, the typical fun of loud engines and burning tires is a genuine 

accomplice. Everyone has a different opinion about the Corvette, and all enthusiasts like 

individual variables that completes the Corvette experience. Excellent handling, profound low-

end torque, and slick styling have always been traits of the Corvette. 

 

Corvette's were first made in 1953 in Flint, Michigan and are actually named after a 

ship, the "corvette". The corvette warship is a very quick design that is small and easy 

to maneuver. So is the vehicle, but it doesn't feature war cannons and a crew of 60 sea 

worthy professionals. Avast, the Corvette is one of the quickest vehicles to ever touch pavement 

and sea water. New generation Corvette's are capable of mind blowing performance when 

modified by Lingenfelter, Hennessy, and Fasterproms. Check out the following classic 

commercials of the Chevrolet Corvette! If you want to see more Corvette entertainment, check 

out VetteTube.com 

 
Source:  http://www.examiner.com/sports-car-in-tampa-bay/2011-corvette-rocket-commercial 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://vettetube.com/channel_detail.php?chid=7


 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  


