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 Drive to North Carolina ~  
 Deal's Gap Mountain Drive   
 June 18 -21, 2009  

  
 Monthly Meeting ~ Cerami’s  

 Trattoria Caffe’, July 2, 2009 
5417 Highway 25, Flowood, MS 
Phone 601-919-2829   

 See menu at 
 http://www.ceramis.net/ 
 

Second Annual Vettes for Vets TM 

   July 4  www.Vettes4Vets.com 
 

 National Corvette Caravan  
September 3 - 5, 2009 ~ All roads 
lead to Bowling Green, KY 
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garage closed  
on June 15th 

   
It is with much dismay that I 
have to do this. I have given 
this decision much thought. I 
will resign my position as 
President of the MS Corvette 
Club effective June 15, 2009. 
Unfortunately many of you have 
read the news the last two days 
pertaining to the closing of 
Belk's at Metrocenter, which is 
the store that I'm the General 
Manager of. There are many 
decisions Gloria and I will 
need to make in the coming 
weeks, that's in addition to 
closing the store and taking 
care of my associates, but this 
to shall pass. I'm a firm 
believer when a door closes, 
one will open, but this is in 
the Lord's hands.  
  I will work with the members 
involved to tie up the loose 
ends on the club’s two major 
events, Vette's by The Lake & 
the 2009 Caravan. 
   

“JOE’S GARAGE”By Joe Miceli, President 

 
The MSCC is a great club, 
with many great members 
who will continue to 
enable the club to grow 
through membership, & 
financially, but most 
importantly it is a family 
of friends who all share a 
common interest of enjoy-
ing the fellowship of each 
other, and their love for 
Corvettes. 
  Thank you for the oppor-
tunity given to me to 
serve as an officer for 
the last 16 months. 
  
 Sincerely, 
 Joe 
 
 

“ALWAYS LOOK FORWARD, 
NEVER LOOK BACK.” 
“SAVE THE WAVE “ 

 
Joe Miceli / President  

2008-June 15, 2009 
 

 

 
Mississippi Corvette Club 
PO Box 2703 
Jackson, MS  39205 
Phone:  (601) 946-9379 
E-Mail: jerseyjoe62@yahoo.com 
 
Web Site:  
www.mscorvetteclub.com 
 
Club Officers: 
President –Joe Miceli 
Vice President – Freddie Jones 
Secretary – Laura Wilson 
Treasurer – Debbie Henry 
Newsletter Editor – Mary 
Jones 
Membership Chairman –  
     Leslie Mayeaux 

http://www.ceramis.net/
http://www.vettes4vets,com/
http://www.corvettecaravan.com/
mailto:jerseyjoe62@yahoo.com
http://www.mscorvetteclub.com/
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 ~ FOR SALE ~   

 
 
Middendorf’s Seafood Restaurant in 
Manchac, LA.  Something interesting that I 
noticed on their website is their address is 
shown as Akers, La--not that it matters 
because we all know how to get there.   
 
Jerry Ainsworth was our leader for this trip.  
He did a great job keeping us all together and 
as always we enjoyed visiting with friends 
and eating delicious food.   
 
Middendorf’s will be celebrating their 75th 
Anniversary this year.  They will turn 75 on 
July 4th.  
 

Taste of Bavaria 
  

 
 
On the way home we stopped in Ponchatoula 
for dessert at the Taste of Bavaria Cafe.  The 
food was good, but it would have been much 
better if we had we been a little more hungry.   
 

 Ma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

May and June  
Birthdays and Anniversaries  

 
MAY 
 
05/07 DOROTHY HERTSCH (DEBBIE HENRY’S MOTHER) 
05/16 JUNE RANKIN 
05/17 TOMMY LADNER 
05/19 ALLISON NEAL 
05/21 ED ROBINSON 
05/28 LISSA JONES 
05/28 C. A. FORD 
05/29 COLE HENSLEE 
 
ANNIVERSARY- 5/27- SCOTT & LONA BLACK 
 
 
 
JUNE 
 
06/06 URSULA WIMPEE 
06/08 ELLIOTT MARIE NEAL 
06/10 JIMMY JONES 
06/18 BEV FRANKS 
06/23 LAURA AINSWORTH 
06/24 DONNA THOMSEN 
06/25 BECKY BRADSHAW 
06/27 LARRY TAYLOR 
 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
06/09 MARK & DAPHYNE VAN DEVENDER 
06/11 TOMMY & LORI LADNER 
06/12 JOHN & RITA HASELHORST 
06/17 RALPH & SUE BETH SHURTLEFF 
06/19 GLYNN & ANN HAIR 
06/26 JERRY & LAURA AINSWORTH 
06/28 DON & BJ JOHNSON 
 
 
 
 

  Middendorf’ Seafood Restaurant 
 
On the 6th of June, a beautiful, cool 
Saturday morning, we met at Smith Wills 
Stadium on Lakeland Drive and drove down 
I-55 to the Byram exit where we picked up 
two more cars (eight in all) for our trip to  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2                                      MS Corvette Club Newsletter ● May/Jun 09



 
 

     

All Roads Lead to Bowling Green 

Our Captains Michael Leeds and Dorothy Crocker 
are diligently working on plans to make this the trip 
of a lifetime.   If you haven’t signed up, you’d better 
hurry up and do so before it is too late. 

The Corvette Museum opened in September of 
1994 in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  It is located off 
Interstate 65 at Exit 28 a quarter mile from the 
Bowling Green Assembly Plant, where Corvettes 
have been made since 1981.   All roads lead to 
Bowling Green‐‐as the saying goes.  Especially on 
September 3rd, 2009, as that is the 15th Anniversary 
of the Grand Opening of the Corvette Museum!  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st in 1953, the 500,000th in 1977 and the 1millionth in 1992   

 

 

Second Annual Vettes for Vets TM 

On July 4th you will be able to drive on 
the Talladega Superspeedway with your 
car.   The paced laps will be fast enough 
to get you up on the 33 degree banking 
(90+ MPH)! 
 
The fun starts with registration and sign-
in at 8:00 AM by the big American flag at 
the main entrance.   Each session will be 
5 laps of about 15 cars each.  The 
sessions will be segregated by car type 
and generation.  After the hot laps the 
cars will be led through the Sprint Cup 
winner's circle for a photo of each car 
and driver. 
 
The event is open to all cars and car 
clubs.  We will do our best to keep your 
club cars together on the track.  The plan 
is to keep the Vettes together, the Fords 
with the Fords, the imports with the 
imports, the hot rods with the hot rods, 
and the muscle cars with the muscle 
cars.  We may even have a session for 
mini vans and station wagons.   
If you register, we will put together a 
class for you! 
 

As before, all proceeds from this event will 
benefit the Alabama Gold Star Families 

organization.  You can find out more about 
this great organization on their web 

site:  http://www.alabamagoldstarfamilies.org 
 
You will be able to register for the event 
and pre-purchase tee shirts at discount 

prices at the event web site:  
www.Vettes4Vets.com 
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TECH TIPS ~ By Al Kabelac 
 
 

 June Tips 
May Tips  

 When thinking about tools, the actual “fit” of the 
wrench is something most folks ignore.  Believe it or 
not, if you have trouble with wrenches that routinely 
slip off fasteners (and consequently give you a case 
of busted, bleeding knuckles) and regularly round 
off fastener corners, the problem is likely the tool.  
You see, a good quality wrench such as the Mac 
combination wrenches have closer tolerances than 
some department store tools.  Keep this stuff in 
mind.  You’ll appreciate it if you have been 
spending far too much time reaching for the first 
aid kit in your shop. 

How many of you have an oil filter wrench that 
slips?  Plenty, we’ll bet.  Instead of buying another 
wrench and finding that is slips after a short period 
of time, try this:  Wrap several layers of electrical 
tape around the circumference of the wrench, 
then try the wrench.  Magic!  The wrench doesn’t 
slip. 
 

There are two main types of lubrication in things 
mechanical: oil and grease.  Which chemical is 
used where depends upon the speed of rotation, 
the operating temperature, and whether heat must 
be removed from the area concerned.  If a 
function of the lubrication is to control or cool 
friction-generated heat, then oil is the chosen 
product since it can flow away, dissipating heat 
while re-circulated oil is introduced to induce 
relative coolness.  On the other hand, grease is 
used when the bearing operates under normal 
speed and temperature conditions. 

 
What isn’t generally known or understood is that 

break-away or break-loose torque is considerably 
less than the applied torque.  This means the torque 
required to loosen a bolt previously tightened to 90 
lb-ft would be considerably less than the 90 lb-ft of 
applied torque.  A torque wrench should be tested 
on a torque-wrench testing machine to determine 
its true accuracy. 
  

Pretend you have aftermarket wheels on your 
Corvette (not a big stretch).  And pretend they use 
different lug nuts from those fitted to your car by the 
OEM manufacturer (similarly, not a big stretch).  
What about your spare?  If it’s stock, make sure you 
have a spare set of lug nuts that fit the spare.  
Otherwise, you might not be too happy if you’re in 
the middle of nowhere with a flat.   

Believe it or not, nail-polish remover makes an 
effective and inexpensive small-parts cleaner.  The 
polish remover is acetone, and the most potent, 
least expensive stuff comes without scents or oils.  
By the way, in diluted form it will remove bugs and 
tar from chrome, and remove grease and oil 
instantly.  Just keep in mind acetone is also a 
wonderful paint remover, and, for a perfectly 
restored Corvette, that’s the last thing you need to 
spill. 

 
Believe it or not, good old-fashioned, standard 

rubber full size coolant hoses should be used to 
ensure maximum flow.  Smaller-than-stock braided-
steel AN hoses decrease flow and, as a result, can 
hinder proper cooling. 

 
The air pressure listed on the sidewall of a tire is 

not the correct air pressure for your Corvette.  The 
number listed on the sidewall is the maximum air 
pressure for the tire.  Follow Chevrolet’s published 
recommendations.  You and your Corvette will be 
much happier. 

 
 
Words of Wisdom: Next to knowing when to 

seize an opportunity, the most important thing 
in life is to know when to forge an advantage.  --
Benjamin Disraeli 
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June 26, 2009 is the 9th Annual                  
Drive Your Corvette to Work Day 

“EFFINGHAM, IL – Friday, June 26th is the 9th Annual 
Drive Your Corvette to Work Day, sponsored by Mid 
America Motorworks. In honor of Drive Your Corvette to 
Work Day, enthusiasts across America will make 
“America’s Sports Car” their commuter car for the day.  
“Drive Your Corvette to Work Day is held on the Friday 
closest to June 30th, when the first Corvette rolled off the 
assembly line in 1953 in Flint, Michigan. We encourage 
every Corvette owner to drive his or her car on June 26th 
because it is the perfect way to say ‘Happy Birthday’ to 
America’s sports car,” said Mike Yager, founder and 
“Chief Cheerleader” of Mid America Motorworks, the 
world’s leading supplier of Corvette parts and 
accessories.  

“Mid America Motorworks promotes Drive Your Corvette 
to Work Day among Corvette owners and clubs. The 
goal is to have as many Corvette owners as possible 
drive their car to work that day. Launched in 2001, Mid 
America Motorworks’ Drive Your Corvette to Work Day is 
an annual event celebrated by thousands of Corvette 
owners.  Especially significant this year, Mid America 
Motorworks would like to get as many Corvettes out on 
the road this year to show support for the troubled GM 
Corporation. The Chevrolet Corvette is arguably GM’s 
greatest contribution to the automotive world. 

“We understand why many owners consider their 
Corvette to be a special car and only drive it 
occasionally,” said Yager. “But we think driving your 
Corvette to work, at least one day a year, is an excellent 
way to demonstrate just how popular Corvettes are.  

 

Wave to other Corvette owners-- it’s a perfect chance for 
Corvette owners to meet new Corvette owners.” 

“Corvette owners who observe “Drive Your Corvette to 
Work Day” are encouraged to send photos or high 
resolution digital pictures of their car at work to 
clubs@mamotorworks.com or P.O. Box 1368, 
Effingham, IL 62401. Mid America Motorworks will post 
as many pictures as possible on their website, 
www.mamotorworks.com/corvette. Visit their site to see 
past DYCTWD events.” 

Corvette Plant to Remain Open! 

Below is an excerpt from an article written by MIKE ALEXIEFF, 
and published in The Daily News, 
malexieff@bgdailynews.com on Monday, June 1, 2009.  

“The General Motors Bowling Green Assembly Plant will 
not close, as the company announced the closure or 
long-term idling of 12 more plants. 

“GM Vice President Tim Lee in a conference call this 
morning called the Corvette “the iconic American sports 
car” and said that he and the company have “100 
percent confidence in the Corvette line.” 

“As a niche product for the company, Lee, the vice 
president of General Motors North America, GMNA 
Manufacturing, said the Corvette’s status as the oldest 
mark in the General Motors lineup will remain in 
production. 

“The target production rate for the plant is between 
35,000 and 50,000 vehicles a year, he said. 

“Eldon Renaud (president of UAW Local 2164, which 
represents Corvette workers) estimates that 25,000 
Corvettes were made last year, and that at the current 
pace about 18,000 would be made this year. 

“Renaud said the plant now employs about 500, down 
from a peak of 1,760 in 1986.” 

“The plant has been idled for several weeks already this 
year - a two-week shutdown began today, with another 
scheduled for the first two weeks of July. 

“Lee said that because the Corvette is such a 
specialized vehicle that requires more man-hours per 
vehicle compared to others, that operating limited shifts 
is justified, despite the company’s goal of having three 
production shifts per day at the rest of its plants.” 
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Dave Neal’s News 
 
Dave said: ”I am excited and proud to be able to 
announce the birth of the newest member of MSCC, 
Elliott Marie Neal.  Measuring in at 9.0 lbs and 21 
inches, she arrived to us at 4:24 Monday afternoon 
(June 8th) at River Oaks Hospital.  Mama and Baby 
came home today (June 10th) and each are doing 
wonderful.”  
 
  

 

Chevrolet Builds 1.5 Millionth Corvette 
 

On May 28 the 1.5 millionth Corvette was built at the Bowling 
Green Assembly Plant.   It is a white convertible 3LT with a red 
leather interior and black top similar to the other milestone 
Corvettes—the first in 1953, the 500,000th in 1977 and the 
1millionth in 1992.   
 
Corvette is now in its sixth generation and has continued to be 
a leader in style. The first Corvette rolled off the assembly 
line on June 30, 1953.  This one started the trend, and all 
Corvettes that year were white with red interiors.   
 
As stated by Karen Rafferty, Chevrolet Product Marketing 
Director, “The 1.5 millionth Corvette is a great example of 
how Chevy is America’s Brand.  For nearly 60 years we 
have built America’s Sports Car and the milestone is a 
solid proof point.” 
 
 

 
 

Chevrolet Announces 
New 2010 Corvette Grand Sport 

 
The announcement of the new Corvette Grand 
Sport was made in April, 5 at the 12th annual 
C5/C6 Corvette Birthday Bash, held at the National 
Corvette Museum, in Bowling Green, KY.  

This Corvette achieves a 0-60 time in less than four seconds, 
1.0g on the skid pad and boasts 26 highway mpg.  None of 
Corvette’s competitors can match this.  
 
The Grand Sport coupe costs $55,720 and the GS convertible 
is $59,530.  Both prices include a $950 destination freight 
charge. 
 
For the most up-to-date information, visit GM.com/shop 
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Cruising the Pearl Poker Run  

 
 
The Mississippi Corvette Club conducted its Spring 
Cruising the Pearl Poker Run on April 26, 2009.  If you 
didn’t make it you missed one of the best Poker 
Runs that we have ever had.  The weather was 
fantastic and the fellowship was tremendous.  It was 
great to see so many of our new and returning 
members participating in the event.  There were a 
total of 20 cars participating in the event.  There is 
not anything that looks better than a long line of 
pretty Corvettes even though there is no such thing 
as an ugly Corvette.  Jerry Ainsworth mapped a 
great route that took us from Madison Landing to 
the West Florida Site on the Natchez Trace, to the 
square in Canton, to the town of Lost Rabbit, and 
back to Madison Landing.  The scenery along the 
way was beautiful and took many of us to places 
we had not seen before.  Everyone learned a 
valuable lesson on the trip, Never Trust a Gasoline 
Gauge.  There were 32 hands purchased for the 
Poker Run.  The winning hand went to Dianne 
Richardson for $192 and the losing hand to Dave 
Neal for $128.  It is not certain if that was really his 
hand or Allison’s but he claimed it.  Dave kept $40 
to recover the amount spent for two hands from his 
winnings and donated the remaining $88 back to 
go to our selected charity, the Alzheimer’s 
Association.  What a kind gesture from one of 
newest members.  The total proceeds that our club 
will be donating to the Alzheimer’s Association are 
one half of the proceeds totaling $320 plus the kind 
donation of Dave and Allison Neal of $88 for a 
grand total of $408. 

 

2009 Corvette Dream Giveaway 

“The first of two amazing Corvettes that will be given 

away is a beautifully restored 1967 Stingray. The 

Corvette is finished in tuxedo black with a red stinger 

hood accent stripe, black interior, and black 

convertible top. The 427/390 horsepower engine and 4 

speed manual transmission combine to make a 

legendary matching numbers Corvette. 

“The ZR1 Hero Corvette proudly bears the serial 

number “1 of 1″. This brand new 2009 ZR1 was 

produced in cooperation with GM to benefit 

hospitalized children through the Kids Wish Network’s 

Hero of the Month program. The original signatures of 

key Corvette executives appear inside the hood to 

authenticate this one of a kind instant classic. Unique 

graphics, accents, emblems, interior, and carbon fiber 

components make this Corvette a priceless collectible. 

 
 
2009 Corvette Dream Giveaway 

“Zip Corvette is a proud sponsor of the 2009 Corvette 

Dream Giveaway! On Christmas Day one lucky entrant 

will be awarded the grand prize of two incredible super 

cars; a one-of-a-kind 2009 ZR1 Hero Edition Corvette 

and a 1967 427 Corvette convertible. Tickets are on 

sale now and will be available until December 18, 

2009. 100% of the net proceeds generated by the 

2009 Corvette Dream Giveaway will be used to support 

the Kids Wish Network’s fastest growing program, Hero 

of the Month. For more details on the Hero of the 

Month program click here; for more information on the 

Kids Wish Network click here. 

“This opportunity is truly a win win situation for 

everyone. To be a part of this event simply register at 

http://www.winthevettes.com/ or print a mail in order 

form at 

https://www.winthevettes.com/Files/mailinform.pdf 

and send it in before the deadline expires. 
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