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From the President: 

Hello again fellow Mississippi Corvette Club members and Corvette enthusiasts.  

First, let me say it is good to be home after missing the May and June club meetings.  Even 

though we were there for Rolling Thunder and some of the events for Memorial Day I could 

have passed on them to be at home.  I will be there for the July meeting.   

During the month of May we had the day trip to Middendorf’s Seafood.  I was really looking 

forward to making that trip, but work got in the way.  I understand from talking to Kirby Wilson 

that we had a great turn out for the event and everyone had a great time.  He said he would 

not order the thin fish again as he felt like all he got was the fried batter.  Due to the June heat, 

our trip to Dunn’s Falls, as well as the 4th of July Picnic, have been cancelled.  Maybe we can do 

a picnic in the fall when the weather is a little more cooperative. 

Our club continues to grow as we continue to gain new members.  I even got a call from a man 

in Carthage while I was in DC who wants to join our club.  He is 65 years old and just bought his 

first Corvette.  He dearly loves it and wants to be in the company of Corvette people.  He is the 

president of the Carthage VFW, who also meet on the first Thursday of each month; but, he 

said that is about to change so he can make our meetings.  He will be at the July meeting to 

join.  He comes to our club via information from Ed Robinson.  It is always great to meet new 

people who share the same love for their Corvettes, as we all do.  Corvettes just seem to bring 

great people together. 

Our tag sales are on track and Tom Gerity is diligently tracking them with the help of Linda 

Henslee.  If you have not reserved yours, do so now.  Once we get them we can plan a trip to 

the National Corvette Museum to show them off.  The tag information is posted on our web 

site. 

Bill Franks and his team are doing great things in organizing the Mississippi Corvette Classic.  I 

am still not sure how he pulled off getting the Jackson Convention Center at no cost for our 

show, but my hat is off to him.  He is one smooth operator and is a credit to our organization.  



When great folks get together with a common goal, great things just seem to happen.  Thanks 

for all your hard work on getting this put together, as it is an awesome task. 

Keep sending your ideas to Allison as we are constantly striving to get things on the schedule 

that our members want to do.  She is doing an outstanding job getting our web site up-to-date.  

Be sure and tell her what a great job she is doing.   

 Keep on driving, smiling and save the wave. 

 
 
 

 
    

                                                   6/8                                  Elliott Marie Neal 
                                                   6/18                                Bev Franks 
                                                   6/25                                Becky Bradshaw 
                                                   6/27                                Larry Taylor 
                             

We are always the same age inside. 
- Gertrude Stein 

 
 

 
 
                                                  Date not avail      Robert & Shanna Ellis                                                          
                                                         6/5                  Dick & Rita Hall 
                                                         6/9                  Mark & Daphyne Van Devender 
                                                         6/12                John & Rita Haselhorst 
                                                         6/17                Ralph & Sue Beth Shurtleff 
                                                         6/19                Glynn & Ann Hair 
                                                         6/25                John & Michael Sullivan 
                                                         6/25                Eddie & Antoinette Oliver 

 

In marriage do thou be wise; prefer the person before the money; virtue before beauty; 
the mind before the body. 

- William Penn 

 
 



  
 

 

                                                      Daphne Woodward 

Petty Officer WRNS HMS Royal Naval Air Service 
 
(The following article was submitted by Bev Franks.  Daphne Woodward (Silwood) is Bev’s 
mother.  It is written in the first person by Mrs. Silwood.)   

 
I was working at the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in 1941. I was 
the youngest person ever to be promoted to Senior Production Assistant. All 
single young women could be called up or drafted for military duty, but I was 
deferred at BBC. The BBC finally had to give me up to the draft in 1943.  
 
I began serving in the British Navy (Royal Naval Air Service) known as Wrens. 
I was trained in communication systems – wiring, radar, radio, etc. – on U.S. 
Naval Fighters. The American pilots flew fighter aircraft, such as Hellcats. My 

squadron of girls changed the frequencies from U.S. systems to British systems. I wish I had 
kept count of the number planes we changed, but I know that it was into the thousands. We 
later worked to repair planes that returned all shot up. The other female recruits and I were 
driven to the base each morning in a Navy truck and driven back to our residence because we 
were not allowed to reside on the base with the men.  
I was engaged to a navigator in the British Bomber Command. He could occasionally get a 
furlough, and we would meet at Didcot, where we could cycle the Thames towpaths during the 
summer. Unfortunately, my fiancé was shot down and killed during the subsequent air fighting 
with the Germans.  
 
On D-Day, June 6, 1944 – I was fortunate to travel in our Navy truck down to the naval base 
near Portsmouth and behold the sight of the English Channel, as far as the eye could see, dark 
with warships, stem to stern, all the way to France. It was a sight I will never forget.  
D-Day, itself, was unimaginable. The sky was black with hundreds of planes, hour after hour. I 
had met an American soldier who drove his tank up Omaha Beach on Day 2. He never got a 
scratch, even though he was in all of the European theaters under Paton’s Command. He wrote 
to me every day for over two years.  
 
Early in 1945, needing to get away from my Fairwater 
memories, I asked for a transfer. I ended up on a squadron 
with Pilots Advanced Training. They took off and landed on a 
short landing strip alongside the sea. Later, the squadron 
moved by train via Scotland to Northern Ireland, where the 
pilots lived and flew on the carrier out of German Air reach.  
In August 1945, the Japanese surrendered, and Sid (my 
American soldier) was discharged back to the United States. 
Early in 1946, I was discharged from the Navy. Sid proposed 
that I fly to New York and stay with his family until I could 



decide if I would want to spend the rest of my life with him. I came to America, married Sid and 
I have never regretted that decision.  
It is an honor to be here at the Trail of Honor with such distinguished heroes because I was just 
there in England doing my job helping the brave American Airmen without which we would 
have never defeated the Germans. 

 
  

 
MISSISSIPPI CORVETTE CLUB 

RIDE TO MIDDENDORF’S 

                                                             MANCHAC, LA 

The Mississippi Corvette Club made their annual ride to 

Middendorf’s on Saturday, May 14, 2011. 

We departed Skinners Chevrolet at approximately 9:05 

a.m. with nine (9) beautiful Corvettes and 17 beautiful 

people (had to throw that in).  

We made one pit stop along the way and arrived at 

Middendorf’s about 11:15 a.m.  The restaurant does not 

take reservations, but they were waiting on us and sat us immediately.  The restaurant had 

been remodeled somewhat.  There is a tree in the middle of the new dining room.  It is quite 

unique.   

We placed our orders and were able to fellowship with each other for a few minutes, the 

delicious food arrived and we all got quiet, imagine that.   

We departed Middendorf’s after eating too much, but that didn’t stop us.  Tom Gerity led us to 

Hammond to the Bavarian Café for some of their delicious desserts/pastries.  Ask Judy Parker 

what she had in the two boxes she took out.  I bet she indulged before she got home. 

 

We headed back to Jackson, via some interstate, well, 

some turned one direction and some turned another.  

Needless to say, we all made it home safely.  What did we 

do before cell phones? 

The weather was simply gorgeous, a little cool in the a.m., 

but warmed up by noon.   



 

We missed those that could not make it, but hope you can make the next ride. 

Submitted by Janie Wilson 

 
Mark Your Calendars!!! 

 
Mississippi Corvette Classic 
Saturday, August 27, 2011 

10:00 AM until 7 PM 
Jackson Convention Center 

 

 
Welcome New Members 

 
Louis and Jeanne Hanneman 

 
Automobile Trivia 

 
1.  What was the nickname for the model T? 
      a.  Tin Lizzie              b.  Peoples car           c.  Speedy        d.  Horseless coach 
 
2.  The founder of Chevrolet was from what country? 
      a.  United States      b.  Germany               c.  France         d.  Italy 
 
3.  In which state was the first auto insurance policy purchased? 
     a.  New York              b.  Massachusetts     c.  Virginia       d.  Pennsylvania 
 
4.  What year were radios first offered in automobiles? 
      a.  1903                     b.  1913                       c.  1923           d.  1933 
 



5.  What was the key factor causing a national speed limit of 55 mph to be implemented 
     in 1974? 
     a.  car accidents      b.  poor roads        c.  gov’t benefited from speeding fines    d.  oil shortage 
 
Please submit your answers no later than June 30, 2011.  The names of those getting all five 
questions correct will be recognized in the newsletter. 
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                                      Freddie Jones                      President 
                                      Robert Ellis                          Vice President 
                                      Laura Wilson                       Secretary 
                                      Linda Henslee                     Treasurer 
                                      Patty Saliba                          Newsletter Editor 
                                      Beverly Franks                     Membership Chairperson 
                                      Allison Neal                          Activities Chairperson 
                                      Nathan Wilson                    Webmaster 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


