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S h e r r y ’ s  Co r n e r       Happy New Year!  2006 will be the best yet for the Mississippi Corvette  
     Club! 
Thank you everyone who attended the Corvette Club Christmas Party.  Connie and Leonard Roberts did an excellent job 
entertaining us all and the turn out was unbelievable.  We even had a new member show up who now holds the record  for 
being our youngest Corvette owner, Robby Montgomery who is 17. Great!  
Let’s recognize the folks that have played a part in the Club leadership for 2005.  This was my 1st year as President and I’ve 
had a great time.  Donnie Driskell is the Vice-President and put the club on the map, initiating the website 
www.mscorvetteclub.com.    Debbie Henry , the club Treasurer, has done a great job keeping our accounts straight.  Wanda 
Baldwin is doing a fantastic job publishing the monthly newsletter.     Wanda Riley was the Secretary until October, then 
resigned because of time constraints.  Carryl Cothern took over the Secretary responsibilities.   Jerry Ainsworth is the 
“Parade Captain” and has led numerous local cruises.  Tommy Ladner is the “Car Show Captain” and took us up to Tupelo 
and to the Scracrow Car Show.  Leslie Mayeaux is the Membership Chairman.  Thank you all for your hard work getting the 
Mississippi Corvette Club here! 
As we meet again in January, we’ll be electing club officers for 2006.  Your attendance and vote is appreciated.  Please keep 
in mind that the folks, who are placed in these positions, give their time and energy for the fun of the club.  The past club 
leaderships have pushed the club to a more visible level to the public, and have led us to be an energetic and thriving club.  
It’s all about Corvette fun!  Some one asked me, why join a Corvette club.  What’s it about?  It’s for the young and the old, 
for the active Corvette enthusiast or one that just wants to know what’s going on in the area with Corvettes.  It’s some-
thing different and special than you’ll find in other clubs.   It’s not just a car club, but a CORVETTE club?   If someone 
would have told me our paths would be traveling to Corvette events, participating in meetings, shows and cookouts, I 
wouldn’t have believed it.  It’s really kept our interest, and every month it just gets better.  The people we meet and the 
places we go are awesome.  Just look on the web and see how many Corvette clubs are out there.  It’s a great past time and 
a wonderful hobby.  The members are what keeps this club happening.  Your suggestions for events, meetings, dinners, car 
shows, are keeping us alive with different opportunities.  Keep up the interest y’all! 

 
  

Until next time, keep driving and smiling……Sherry 

Product of the Month:   
2006 Corvette Calendar  

www.corvettecalendar.com 
C.S.P. Calendars 763-315-4591  
$17.43 [Includes Tax and Shipping] 
Each month shows corvette in its original or 
restored to original as-manufactured design, 
top condition and award winning cars, op-
tions list and special background notes on 
each Corvette, fun & informative Corvette 
trivia questions and facts each month, back 
cover printed with all calendar pictures in re-
duced size, high resolution printing, suitable 
for framing, a General Motors Officially     
Licensed Product.  
 

Please Welcome New Members: 
Danny Ashley - Clinton   
• 2003 Black Corvette Coupe 
 

Robby Montgomery / Bob Montgomery - Madison   
They have 3 Corvettes in their garage.  Wow!   
• 2001 White Corvette Coupe 
• 1994 Red Corvette Coupe 
• 1972, Yellow ‘MakoShark2” 
 



Thanksgiving week this year had lots of driving and was extra special.  The Monday before Thanksgiving Gloria and I drove my 
‘91 300ZX Twin Turbo down to her brother’s in Florida.  The next day he, his wife, Gloria and I drove to Bowling Green.  It was 
500 miles of visiting interspersed with many, “How about this for a tag?” ideas.  The tag issue was unsolved that night and still is.  I 
was planning on a plain tag but they have other ideas.  Before long it will be clear who gives in. 
 
Wednesday morning I was up bright and early.  Couldn’t sleep for some reason.  The delivery was scheduled to start at 11:45 but 
we couldn’t wait so we showed up at 11:00 thinking we’d look around until it was time.  The first thing I spotted on entering the 
Museum was the electronic sign welcoming the people picking up their Vette that day.  They had the names of all 4 in our group so 
even my brother-in-law and his wife felt welcomed.  That’s when we got the first glimpse that the Museum people really do go out 
of their way to make a museum delivery special.  Less than 5 minutes after I let the people at the main desk know I was there 
Amanda showed up to get things started.  She was our delivery person and graciously put up with us for the rest of the day.  She 
took all the paperwork, pointed us to the museum’s store, told us to be sure to tell them we were picking up our car today so we’d 
get our discount then headed off to process things.   
She took just long enough to let us run up the credit card bill before she showed back up and we were ready to go. 
 
First up was the tour of the plant and that started with a safety video.  After the video we had to sign forms saying we wouldn’t steal 
any trade secrets and wouldn’t complain to GM if we did step off the walkway and get splatted by one of the forklifts.  Then it was 
hop in the minivan for the ride to the plant. 
 
At the plant Amanda bypassed all the normal parking areas and drove to a spot blocked by 2 posts.  She got out, removed them and 
proceeded to drive us right up to the front door.  She said, after we got our car, we could do the same thing if we wanted to take a 
picture of it at the plant entrance.  If anyone asked why we were in a restricted area we were to tell them we had just taken museum 
delivery of the car and they’d be cool with it.  Also, above the doors was a second sign welcoming us.  Have I mentioned they do 
their best to make this experience special?  
 
After putting some cloth coverings over belt buckles and watches to prevent scratches if we got close to a car we entered the plant.  
Amanda took as much time as we wanted but it was a lot to see even in the 1 ½ to 2 hour tour.  We saw the station where workers 
were inspecting the paint on various body parts.  At another station people were fixing parts that had arrived from suppliers with 
easily fixable problems.  Also we were shown how each person on the line had 2 cords they could pull if they saw a problem.  One 
of those would stop the entire line until the problem was resolved.   



 

“Mississippi Corvette Club -  Christmas Party”  
on Saturday, 12/10/05                                           

The Christmas party was held at the beautiful home of Leo-
nard and Connie Roberts  again this year.  There were ap-
proximately 30 club members in attendance.  If you were un-
able to attend, we missed you and you really missed a good 
time and good food.  The Christmas tree was lit with the 
brightest lights you will ever see on a tree.  And, the tree in the 
game room was awesome too.  Not to leave out all of the gor-
geous decorations throughout the house. 
 
After Janie invited someone in the house, who she thought 
was a club member opening the door and saying “hello”, but 
later found out it was one of Connie’s birds talking, she’ll in-
vite anyone to “come on in”!!    
 
The “dirty” Santa game was a great success.  Everything from 
a road atlas, model Corvettes, even a mat to wipe your “dirty” 
Santa feet, but who would do that to a Corvette mat, remote 
control Corvette to a basket of cleaning goodies to shine them 
were taken from each other.   
 
The club presented Leonard and Connie with a Marquis Wa-
terford bowl in thanks for having us in their home the past 
two years.  We appreciate them more than they know. 

by Janie Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Visions of the Season”,  
Madison Christmas Parade  

 
On Saturday 12/3/05, the Mississippi 
Corvette Club attended the Madison 
Christmas parade. We had 15 cars that 
attended. Thousands of people were 
there all wanting CANDY, which was for-
bidden by the city. After the Parade, 
several of us went for a drive up to Can-
ton on some back roads! 

by Jerry Ainsworth 

At each station something else was added.  While the body was coming together on one line, the chassis and frame were being 
built up on another.  For much of the way the body was cradled above the floor being held at the right level to work on it.  
When the separate body and frame assemblies were ready they were married together with the body lowering onto the frame.  
With the two attached the car was ready for the final few activities before coming off the line.  One of the final steps was a 
machine that visually inspected body gaps.  If it found something out of spec a screen displayed where the problem was so it 
could be adjusted.    
 
After a car came off the line there were just a few more checks before it was driven out onto the lot.  The main one was the 
dyno where they check out the engine, drivetrain and brakes.  Here’s where a new Vette gets its first miles put on it.  Once all 
this is over and the car is given the okay someone drives it out onto the lot.  Coming out of the plant, the car’s final check is 
done.  There is about a 1/10th of a mile straight there.  The driver accelerates down it, brakes, does a sharp turn then drives 
down the other side where there is a mini-torture track of half length speed bumps on alternating sides.  If the car doesn’t ac-
celerate or brake right or if the driver hears noises he shouldn’t it goes back inside for more testing.  If it’s okay then it goes to 
the lot to wait to be shipped. 
 
The plant tour over, we headed back to the Museum.  On the way Amanda pointed out the far employee parking lot, where 
employee parks if they aren’t driving a GM vehicle.  An interesting example of employee incentives.  Back at the Museum we 
started walking down a row with an example of each generation of Corvettes.  Even after watching the web cams 
(http://www.corvettemuseum.com/webcam/index.shtml) of other people taking delivery I didn’t realize where we were.  Then 
I saw this beautiful Monterey Red coupe.  They had a sign next to it welcoming the car’s new owners.  Needless to say my 
face lit up when I saw our names on it.    
 
When I first decided to buy the Vette I didn’t want to spend the extra money on the museum delivery option but got talked 
into it and am very glad I was.  It was a memorable experience and more than worth the money.  As an added plus, you also 
get a wooden plaque commemorating the occasion and a one year membership to the Museum.  Perhaps the ultimate comment 
on how good it was came from Gloria.  She is not a car person and fully expected the tours to be more boring than anything 
for her.  Not the case, she enjoyed everything as much as the rest of us.   
          Ken Hipple 


